


THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

The IB Diploma Programme is a two year rigorous course which is recognised
internationally as university matriculation, providing access to tertiary education
worldwide. The programme is assessed both internally and externally, culminating
in examinations taken at the end of the second year.

STUDENTS BEST SUITED TO THE IB

The IB Learner Profile describes a self-motivated and responsible student:
- capable of thinking critically and creatively;

- willing to develop global and international perspectives;

- genuinely concerned for others;

- open to new ideas and willing to question existing ideas;

- willing to challenge herself intellectually, and

- willing to become an independent and cooperative learner.

While the IB Diploma Programme is demanding, it is not an elitist programme for
gifted students, but a course of studies for the dedicated student who has a strong
desire to learn.

THE B DIPLOMA AND THE HSC

The IB Diploma is perceived at Ravenswood as being a companion course of study
to the NSW Higher School Certificate. Students are provided with advice about
which course of study is best suited to their needs and abilities.

THE IB DIPLOMA CURRICULUM AT RAVENSWOOD

Students are required to take one subject from each of the six subject groups. Three
of these subjects must be taken at Higher Level and three at Standard Level. The
subjects currently being offered at Ravenswood are listed below. However, not all
of these will run each year, depending on the interests and choices of each group
of IB students.

THE B AT RAVENSWOOD

- Adds an international dimension to
education

- Helps to develop active, informed
compassionate global citizens with the
opportunity to make a difference

in the world




Group 1 Language A1 Group 2 Second Language
English French B, German B, Japanese B,

Group 3 Individuals and Societies Spanish ab initio, Latin

Social Anthropology, History, Group 4 Experimental Sciences
Psychology, Economics Chemistry, Biology, Physics

Group 5 Mathematics Group 6 Arts & Electives
Mathematics HL, Mathematics SL, Visual Arts, Theatre, a second elective
Mathematical Studies SL from Groups 2 - 4

Additional Features
Three additional, mandatory features are unique to the IB.

1. Theory of Knowledge (TOK)

An interdisciplinary study with emphasis on the development of critical thinking skills.
2. Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)

Education of the whole person is addressed here. Students are encouraged to
develop new skills on many levels and challenged to develop a values system by
which they enhance their personal growth and serve others.

3. Extended Essay

Students research and write a 4000 word essay reflecting an area of special interest
to them. This process develops skills expected at university.

ASSESSMENT AND EXAMINATIONS

All assessment is based on standards which are the same worldwide. Each subject
has two assessment components:

- Internal assessment, which is work done within the school that contributes to the
final mark. It is evaluated by teachers, then samples are sent to a moderator to be
standardised, and

- External assessment, which comes from the final examinations in each subject.
These are held in November of the second year.

RECOGNITION OF THE IB DIPLOMA

The IB Diploma graduate has a genuine, transferable, internationally recognised
qualification that provides direct access to universities worldwide. Many universities,
including prestigious institutions such as Harvard, Yale, Oxford and Cambridge,
consider giving credit towards undergraduate degrees for IB students who have
obtained high scores in some subjects.

However, the majority of Australian graduates choose to attend universities in Australia.

RESULTS AT RAVENSWOOD

In 2007, 75% of students who passed the Diploma attained IB Scores ranging from 34 to
43, which convert to UAls ranging from 92.75 up to 99.80. Three students achieved
IB Scores of 40 or more. 61% of Ravenswood’s IB students obtained a Grade 7 (top
grade) in one or more subjects. 61% of the girls also scored at least two Grade 6.
The average IB Score for Ravenswood IB Diploma graduates was 36 (UAI 95.5).

WHAT'S IN IT FOR STUDENTS ?

The opportunity to:

- develop excellent independent learning skills;

- become a critical thinker;

- think and act globally;

- increase international and intercultural understanding;

- prepare well for tertiary study;

- learn effective research skills, and benefit from a broad,
rigorous curriculum.
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TESTIMONIALS

“It means that a student is able to look beyond their own life and culture and to
acknowledge and respect that there are people in the world who live and think
differently than they do.”

“I began to allow myself to think ‘big’ ideas, and to dream a little about the possibility
I had to make a difference in the world.”

“Today | can write, communicate, problem solve and organise so much better than
I was able to two years ago”

(Former Ravenswood IB students)

IBO MISSION STATEMENT

The International Baccalaureate Organization aims to develop inquiring,
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more
peaceful world through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and international organisations to
develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active,
compassionate and lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their
differences, can also be right.
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1B Cecil Street PO Box 59 Fax: +61 2 9498 9962

Gordon NSW 2072 Gordon NSW 2072 Email: enrol@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au
Australia Australia Web: www.ravenswood.nsw.edu.au

FIND OUT MORE

« The TBQ website: www.ibo.org

- Robin Julian

IB Coordinator at Ravenswood
Phone: +61 2 9498 9855

Email: ib@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au

« Pavid Garner
Deputy Principal & Head of Senior School

Phone: +61 2 9498 9898
Email: seniorschool@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au

- Cathy Browne

Careers Counsellor
Phone: +61 2 9498 9927
Email: cbrowne@ravenswood.nsw.edu.au

« Or on Ravenswood website:
www.ravenswood.nsw.edu.au
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